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GUEST FEATURE

Focus Food Quality and Safety to ensure
Profitahility in Food Business

Excerpts
from the
presentation
given by
Shri Vijay
Sardana on
day -1 of
India Food
Expo 2004

Food Trade: Growing
Oppoirtunities or Growing
Concern

The growth rate of food
production is faster than
population growth rate. It means
we are heading for food surplus
economy worldwide. At the same
time there are some problems
related to food distribution in the
areas where there is no
purchasing power. In this scenario
when demand is less than supply,
Can we afford to ignore the
consumers’ bargaining power and
ever increasing demand for
quality and food safety? The
increasing number of food
consignments getting rejected in
world market and new food
safety legislations around the

commodities which can have
serious impact on public health.
There is an old saying, “You are
what you eat”. In other words,
bad food means bad health. No
one wants to buy food product, if
he is not sure about safety of the
food product. Price is secondary
in food business and Consumers
compromise on quality only in
extreme situations but this is not
a sustainable model for any food
business organizations. In food
business, a reliable food safety
system ensures sustainable
profitability.

Food Hazards don’t respect
borders:

pathogens and potentially
hazardous chemicals in food.
According to WHQO and FAO
studies, up to one-third of the
populations of industrialized and
developed countries are
affected by food borne illness
each year, and the problem is
likely to be even maore
widespread in developing
countries. The poor are the most
susceptible to ill health. Food and
waterborne diarrhoeal diseases,
for example, are leading causes
of illness and death in less
developed countries, killing an
estimated 2.2 million people
annually, most of whom are
children.

Due to globalization of trade,
emerging trends in global food

‘f’ﬂgmg ""gﬁ Evolution of Notifications 1999-2002 in EU

how to | Yyear Alerts Information Addition Addition Total
eliminate bad to Alerts to Information
suppliers from | 1999 97 263 279 B o 698
the market. In

this scenaric | 2080 , 433 340 253 98 824
how long can | 2001 302 406 549 310 1567
we continue to

chib that we 2002 434 1092 1032 466 3024
are a country

of small and poor farmers and We .04 porne disease is a major  production, processing,

cannot produce safe and quality
food, so please accept whatever
we produce? I doubt even the
growers and processors will buy
their own product if they have
option.

World Trade in Agricultural Products, 2001

Value $bn
Year
1980-85
1985-90
1990-2001
1998

1999

2000

2001
Share in world

Share in world
exports of

merchandise trade %

primary products %
Source; WTO International Trade Statistics 2002, table TV.3, includes trade

40.9

between EU members

Let us be clear, Food
trade is not alone a trade in
commodities rather it is trade in

cause of concern worldwide and
it takes a major toll on health
worldwide. Millions of people fall
ill and many of them die as a result
of eating unsafe food. Due to the
growing incidences of food borne
ilinesses, the Fifty-third World
Health Assembly in May 2000,
adopted a resolution calling upon
the World Health Organization
(WHO) and its Member States to
recognize food safety as an
essential public health function.
The resolution also called on WHO
to develop a Global Strategy for
reducing the burden of food borne
disease.

Why New Food Safety Laws are
emerging?

The availability of safe food
improves the health of people and
is a basic human right. Safe food
contributes to health and
productivity and provides an
effective platform for
development and poverty
alleviation. People are becoming
increasingly concerned about the
health risks posed by microbial

distribution and preparation pose
new challenges to food safety.
Food grown in one country can
now be transported and
consumed halfway across the
world. People demand a wider
variety of foods than in the past;
they want foods that are not in
season and often eat away from
home. Institutionalizing children
in schools and childcare facilities
and a growing number of elderly
persons in hospitals and nursing
homes means that food for many
is prepared by a few and can
therefore be the source of major
foodborne disease outbreaks.
Greater life expectancy and
increasing numbers of immuno-
compromised people mean a
larger vulnerable population for
whom unsafe food is often an
even more serious threat.

continued on page 13
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Secretary Horticulture & Food Processing
Government of UP Shri Anil Swaroop-
The inspiration behind India Food Expo - 2004

Participating in the Seminar
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